118                     TO WALTER ARNOLD.
of the dusty and parched look which comes on later
in the year. ... At Florence I saw the Princess
Alice again. I was marking some favourite pict-
ures in the catalogue, at a last visit to the Pitti,
when I heard some one behind me say: "So Mr.
Matthew Arnold is making notes on the pictures ";
and I turned round and saw the Princess. She
introduced me to Prince Louis, who was with her,
and her suite fell back, and we stood and talked
for at least twenty minutes. When I thought they
were fairly gone, she ran back again to ask if I had
seen Lord Russell's book.1 I said I had not, but
that it would probably be nothing more than a sort
of model religion of the British and Foreign School
Society, and rather old-fashioned for modern re-
quirements. Upon which she ran back laughing
to Prince Louis, saying: "He says Lord BozsselPs
new religion is sure to be old-fashioned!" I was
so much asked out at Florence that I was glad to
get away; the weather, too, was detestable; but the
place I still thought, particularly on the last morn-
ing when I went up alone, early, to my old favourite
post at Bellosguardo, the most perfectly beautiful
under heaven. ... I wish you would look in in
Fenchurch Street on George Smith (I think 136
is the number, but you will easily find out), and
tell him I now give up hearing from him, but all
he has got for me had better go to the Athenaeum,
where I shall find it at my return. Tell him that
as a proof of the indestructible sweetness of my
i The Rise and Progress of the Christian Religion in the
West of Europe, by John, Earl Russell.   1873.